June 15, 2021

(1) honors the memory of the fallen heroes
of the Granite Mountain Interagency Hot-
shot Crew of the Prescott, Arizona, Fire De-
partment;

(2) extends its deepest condolences and
sympathy to the surviving families of the 19
firefighters lost in the line of duty; and

(3) commends the bravery and sacrifice
made by these fallen wildland firefighters in
the service of their communities.

SENATE RESOLUTION 271—AFFIRM-
ING THAT THE UNITED STATES
SUPPORTS THE EASTERN MEDI-
TERRANEAN GAS FORUM AND
THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN
GAS PIPELINE

Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr. BAR-
RASSO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 271

Whereas, on January 14, 2019, the rep-
resentatives from Cyprus, Egypt, Greece,
Israel, Italy, Jordan, and the Palestinian Au-
thority convened in Cairo, Egypt to discuss
establishing the Eastern Mediterranean Gas
Forum (EMGF);

Whereas, on December 20, 2019, the United
States Congress passed the Eastern Medi-
terranean Security and Energy Partnership
Act of 2019 (title II of division J of Public
Law 116-94) , which states it is the policy of
the United States to promote and deepen en-
ergy security cooperation and development
between Greece, Cyprus, and Israel and to
support the Eastern Mediterranean Pipeline;

Whereas, on January 2, 2020, Israel, Greece,
and Cyprus signed an agreement to build an
Eastern Mediterranean pipeline to connect
the Eastern Mediterranean energy market to
southern Europe;

Whereas, on January 16, 2020, Egypt hosted
a forum with representatives of Cyprus,
Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, and the Pales-
tinian Authority to finalize the framework
for launching the EMGF;

Whereas, on September 23, 2020, the six
member states of the EMGF held a signing
ceremony that formally transformed the
forum into a regional intergovernmental or-
ganization based in Cairo, Egypt;

Whereas, on December 16, 2020, the United
Arab Emirates joined the EMGF and Egyp-
tian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi said ‘‘the
UAE will contribute to the forum’s activities
to serve strategic interests and enhance co-
operation and partnership between the forum
countries’’;

Whereas, on March 1, 2021, the EMGF Stat-
ute entered into force;

Whereas, on March 9, 2021, the EMGF ac-
cepted France as a member;

Whereas the United States and the Euro-
pean Union are permanent observers of the
EMGTF;

Whereas a vibrant regional gas market will
promote prosperity and provide a sustainable
path for economic development;

Whereas the EMGF promotes technical and
market collaboration in energy, including by
ensuring a competitive price for natural gas,
the development of new energy technologies,
and increased cooperation on cyber security;

Whereas the EMGF and the Eastern Medi-
terranean Pipeline will provide European na-
tions with robust energy alternatives and de-
crease reliance on the Russian Federation;

Whereas the United States has been a
steadfast supporter of the creation of the
EMGF as well as the agreement between
Israel, Greece, and Cyprus to support the
completion of the Eastern Mediterranean
pipeline;

Whereas Dan Brouillette, then-United
States Secretary of Energy, notes the ‘‘im-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

mense benefits that natural gas will bring to
the region, but to growing markets around
the world”’;

Whereas Frank Fannon, then-United
States Assistant Secretary of State for En-
ergy Resources, echoes that ‘‘energy re-
sources are a catalyst for cooperation’’;

Whereas George Lakkotrypis, then-Min-
ister of Energy, Commerce, Industry and
Tourism of the Republic of Cyprus, said that
“U.S. support in creating an Eastern Medi-
terranean corridor is profound and solid’’;

Whereas Tarek El-Molla, Minister of Pe-
troleum and Mineral Resources of the Arab
Republic of Egypt, stated, ‘“The EMGF will
be acknowledged throughout history as a
unique and bold endeavor, since it aspires to
become an exemption to the historic norm of
perceiving our current and prospective en-
ergy wealth as a motivation for conflict’’;

Whereas Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Prime Min-
ister of Greece, stated that the Eastern Med-
iterranean Pipeline ‘‘is a pipeline for peace
and cooperation between the peoples of the
region’’;

Whereas Yuval Steinitz, Minister of En-
ergy of the State of Israel, said the EMGF
“‘brings regional cooperation with Arab and
European countries, the first of its kind in
history’’;

Whereas Hala Zawati, Minister of Energy
and Mineral Resources of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan, stated, ‘“Within the
Eastern Mediterranean and utilizing our gas
resources and infrastructure—cooperating
and working together, given all the chal-
lenges, became a must. We believe that this
platform will serve to enhance dialogue be-
tween countries to reach a clear regional vi-
sion, a vision that translates into policies for
a sustainable regional gas market in the
Eastern Mediterranean.”’; and

Whereas the EMGF is part of a growing
network of regional agreements and frame-
works that provide the basis for long-term
peace and cooperation on vital issues related
to diplomatic engagement, collective secu-
rity, economic growth, and energy develop-
ment, including the Abraham Accords,
signed on September 15, 2020, by the United
States, Israel, the United Arab Emirates,
and Bahrain: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) celebrates the establishment of the
Eastern Mediterranean Gas Forum and con-
gratulates the members for their success in
building an international forum to advance
Eastern Mediterranean energy;

(2) commends the members for dem-
onstrating a commitment to multilateral co-
operation leading to mutual economic and
energy security;

(3) recognizes the historical significance of
Jewish, Arab, and Christian peoples working
together to advance prosperity and security
within the region;

(4) notes the strategic importance of the
Eastern Mediterranean pipeline in enhancing
European energy security and decreasing re-
liance on Russian energy exports; and

(5) calls on all states to support the East-
ern Mediterranean Gas Forum and the East-
ern Mediterranean Pipeline.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I
have 10 requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

S4549

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, June 15, 2021,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, June 15, 2021, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, June 15, 2021, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, June 15, 2021, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, June 15,
2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
nominations.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, June 15, 2021,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
June 15, 2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a
closed hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ATRLAND
The Subcommittee on Airland of the
Committee on Armed Services is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, June 15, 2021,
at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, COMPETITION
POLICY AND CONSUMER RIGHTS
The Subcommittee on Antitrust,
Competition Policy and Consumer
Rights of the Committee on the Judici-
ary is authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on Tuesday, June
15, 2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OUTDOOR TOURISM,
RECREATION & ECOTOURISM
The Subcommittee on Outdoor Tour-
ism, Recreation & Ecotourism of the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, June 15, 2021, at 3 p.m., to
conduct a hearing.

———
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Lt. Samuel
Krakower, a U.S. Coast Guard fellow
with my staff, be granted floor privi-
leges for the remainder of this Con-
gress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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